Oracle Dark Skies Committee
Minutes 4 February 2016
Attendees: Mike Weasner 520-289-3402, mweasner@mac.com; Wendy Ostrander,
520-896-2951, orocle@q.com; Charlotte Poole 520-850-4641, charpoole@q.com; Nancy
Brodeur 520-999-7901, lillycat60; Donald Brodeur 520-999-7901, dnbrodeur@msn.com; Marty
& Pat Vonk 616-283-7356, martinjvonk@gmail.com
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as written.
Treasurers report: Weasner reported $300.55 in the account, mostly in cash. There are no
outstanding reimbursements. No donations in January 2016. (Report attached).
Summit Hut has a $2000 grant to be applied for by those who do outdoor experiences. ODSC
applied but was declined. However, the application did open discussions with the local Summit
Hut manager, who expressed interest in attending star parties at Oracle State Park.
The brochure (attached, without the revisions made at the meeting) was finalized with some
slight tweaks.
Online printing costs for brochure - $1.20 plus 2 cents to fold. A little bit more at store. Weasner
will get 250 copies printed at OfficeMax prior to the next ODSC meeting. A “folding party” will
held as party of the 3 March 2016 ODSC meeting.
Light pollution community report - Weasner
Circle K Corporate has agreed to install dark sky friendly lighting at the west Oracle Circle K
store. The new lights should be installed by the end of February 2016. The local store manager
was very appreciative of the work of the Committee to pursue the improvements.
Past events:
• Sat. Jan 23 was Richard Boyer’s “Adventures with the Moon” presentation at 7:30. ODSC
had planned to provide viewing with Park telescopes, but the weather did not permit that.
However, Boyer’s program was well attended and received.
• Weasner attended a joint meeting of the Friends of Oracle State Park and the Friends of
Catalina State Park. The Chair, ODSC, may become an “ex-officio” FOSP Board member.
Upcoming Events
• On March 5 star party is scheduled at OSP. The ODSC hopes that this can also be a first
anniversary celebration of the designation as an International Dark Sky Park. Other events
(to be announced) are being planned for the day. Weasner’s astrophotography workshop will
be reprised and a “play time” at the telescopes is planned for the night. TAAA will provide
some telescopes, as will OSP. Final details will be discussed at the 3 March ODSC
meeting.
• The IDA has been invited to use OSP for any events during International Dark Sky Week
April 4 - 10. One program item that may occur on 9 April is a talk on “Lost Constellations” by
Dr. John Barentine, IDA Dark Skies Places Program Manager and author of the recently
published book “The Lost Constellations”.
• Around October 19, 2016, an event is planned in conjunction with the Oracle Historical
Society to celebrate the Centennial of the gift of Oracle’s Lavinia Steward (represented now

•

by the Steward House) to found the Steward Observatory on the U of AZ campus. Planning
for this event is still under discussion with UofA, Oracle Historical Society, and the ODSC.
A joint program of the Oracle Piano Society and ODSC also continues under discussion.

The meeting was adjourned (in less than one hour!).
Signed,

Evaline J. Auerbach, Recorder

Signed,

Mike Weasner, Chair
attachments:

