Oracle Dark Skies Committee
Minutes, February 12, 2015

Attendees:

Mike Weasner Anna Lands

Wendy Ostrander Evaline Auerbach

Stan Bembenek Jennifer Rinio

Charlotte Poole John Barentine, of IDA, Tucson

Chairperson Weasner called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
The minutes for 1/22/15 were approved as distributed to members.

Outreach
Weasner announced:

The committee meeting was posted on the Copper Corridor calendar but the time was
incorrect; they have been notified.
He is assisting Red Rock State Park in their process to become an International Dark Sky
Park; there will be a teleconference between him and the Park on 3/3/15.
Friends of Oracle State Park mentioned the March 21 event on cards they sent out.
An article from Phoenix Magazine contained an error about which he sent an email: It said
the OSP Star Party had been held in June of 2013 when it was actually in June of 2014. See
attachment 1 for the article, which is very positive about Oracle State Park and their Dark
Skies.
He spoke to the Oracle Women’s Network (OWN). They were very interested, wanting to
know details of what ODSC has done in detail. The conversation had to be halted because of
time.
The situation with the Jones Outdoor Advertising Company billboard on AZ-77 has been
resolved as per an email sent to all committee members. A “complaint” had been filed with
ADOT by Weasner and as a result, shields were added to the light fixtures on the billboard by
the company. Since the billboard now meets the lighting code, Mr. Jones will be
acknowledged at the March 21 event in the same manner as others who have acted to
provide better lighting.
He and Bembenek met with County Supervisor Pete Rios to start planning how the county in
conjunction with the ODSC can “incentivize” residents and businesses in the county to be
more aware of issues surrounding appropriate lighting. He is in touch with Kent Taylor,
Manager of Open Space and Trails for the County. While it is hoped that a plan in progress
can be ready to announce by March 21, it may not come together in time.
He has checked in with the Circle K Manager and was assured that the company is closer to
improving the lighting at the western Circle K on American Ave.
+ If they need someone with a cherry-picker truck, someone in Oracle might have one.
He recently learned that the Mayor of Kearny wants to install more light for safety.
[Suggestion: contact General Kearny Inn manager.]
» Lands suggested that Bill Dunn of the Natural Resource District might have some ideas
so she will introduce Weasner to him.
The possible problem with lighting at the future Apache Sky Casino (entrance off highway 77
north of Aravaipa Road and south of Dudleyville) had come up at the meeting with
supervisor Rios who gave Weasner a contact - Gary Murray who is working full-time on
Apache Sky Casino project and had been at the Apache Gold Casino. He says that they are



now and and will be following Pinal codes, State Codes, and Federal codes; as an Indian
Nation they can give preference to the Federal Codes.

*  Mr Murrary did note that he did not want migrating birds running into the building

+  Knew of this Committee’s work

+ Are planning to start operations in about 18 months

+ Lands said that when the US Secretary of the Interior announced the route of the SunZia

line, the SOI said that the Apache concerns were part of why they wouldn’t want to take the
lines through Aravaipa. See cascabelworkinggroup.org - SunZia pages.

Surprise

Dr. Barentine of IDA headquarters (Tucson) presented a 2014 Dark Sky Defender award to the
Oracle Dark Skies Committee as a whole. The awards are usually to individuals, but he said
that it was remarkable “How a small group of people who are dedicated to an idea can
accomplish something.”
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Committee Business
The Committee is getting for their own and public use, red lights with a whistle from Arizona
State Park along with Star Parks’ Star Party brochures.

Now that the ODSC has been involved in two events, they collected $100.00, $50.00 each -
With fees deducted, there is now in the PayPal account (in Weasner’s name): $96.

The Star Party was a success, Thanks to Charlotte and Stan and Dr. Barentine for helping with
telescopes.

Weasner introduced the 3rd telescope, donated by Explore Scientific, a 152mm refractor and a
set of 6 eyepieces. All of the donated telescopes will reside at Oracle State Park.

Upcoming Events before 21st
Sat. March 7 — “Adventures with the Moon” program begins at 7:30 on the patio. A volunteer is
offering an interpretive program about the moon. The Park’s telescopes will be out for use too,


http://cascabelworkinggroup.org

if the weather is appropriate. Mike, Charlotte, and Stan will help with the telescopes. Setup
starts at 7:00. Anyone is invited with a reservation at the office ahead recommended.

March 12 - REI (outdoor recreational store) is holding a private recognition dinner for
employees. They are meeting at OSP because Arizona Trial goes through it. Weasner will
have telescopes available for viewing, if possible. Anna volunteered to help.

March 21 Event

Two of the companies that donated telescopes — Explore Scientific and Vixen — are still planning
to be there. The new telescope didn’t come with a tripod, but Weasner has one that is almost
heavy enough and so will do for the March event. A suitable tripod will be $500 - $700.

The sign to hang below the one at the OSP gate is now in the works. The makers have come
by to get a wood chip of the current paint so it would match. it is planned to be here by March
20 so can be unveiled at the Event.

It has been suggested that this event be called “Dancing with the Stars”. The Committee
agreed by acclamation that the name would stand.

Arizona State Parks needs final schedule and information before sending out invitations.
Committee members may consult before the next meeting about any of this.

Current schedule proposals

+ 8:00 am - Park Opens for hiking and so forth

+ 10:00 am - House Tour as usual through OSP

+ 1:00-6:00 pm: Food from one vendor, Oracle Patio Cafe and Booths.

« Arizona Trail, IDA, Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance, Kitt Peak, FOSP, Fire
Department] - all these at Group Use Area.

+ 2:00 pm - House Tour as usual

+ 3:00 - 7:00 pm [?] - Music and Dancing at the Kannally Patio (with a break at 4:00 during
presentations)

+  4:00 - 5:00 pm - Dedication of the OSP as an International Dark Sky Park, with speakers
and presentations

+  6:00 - 7:00 pm - set-up for star gazing

+ 7:00 - [?7] star gazing

Discussion on
+ Contingency for rain
+ Tent for equipment
+ Auerbach volunteered to guard any equipment that vendors and presenters wanted to leave
in a designated place while returning to their cars, etc.
+ Who would MC the presentation? No decision made.
+ Presentations expected so far:
+ IDAto present the designation to a representative of Arizona State Parks
+ IDAto present a special award to the Oracle Dark Skies Committee
+ Supervisor Rios to present a resolution from the BOS naming the 21st of March,
2015 as a day honoring the International Dark Sky Park designation at OSP
+ Anne Kirkpatrick - US Representative for District One which includes Oracle



Telescope donations to the Park acknowledged: Local donor Mary Huebner and
company representatives from the three who donated

Acknowledgement and certificates to those individuals and entities who lent support
to the Nomination Package requesting the designation

Acknowledgement and certificates to those individuals and entities who have
contributed to the “Go for the Gold” campaign by correcting their lighting to code
(often without being required to do so): Oracle Ford; Circle-K; Jones Outdoor
Advertising Company; several individuals

Name badges for volunteers will be facilitated by Auerbach

Mugs for presentation [and sale] will be facilitated by Ostrander and Barentine
Certificates for the awards is TBD

+ Media Coverage and onsite management will be handled by IDA and State Parks - but need
to check on that.

+ IDA will be represented by J. Scott Feierabend, the new Executive Director.

+  Bembenek may not be in town for the March 21 event.

Poster Display Boards
Weasner presented the latest mock-up to the Board which expressed approval. They will cost
$50.00 each for plain paper, so a total of $150.00.

Weasner will have at least one made while a discount card for 20% off. He will move money
from the ODSC PayPal account to his own account to pay for it. That one will show how they
will all look.

Further Meetings
The next meeting to confirm March 21 events will be March 5 and another meeting is scheduled
for March 19.

Signed,

Evaline J. Auerbach, Recorder

Signed,

Mike Weasner, Chair



PHOENIX FILES Jalley News

Have Darkness,

Will Marvel

Oracle State Park earns accolades from astronomers
and a rare global designation for its dark skies:

HE HEAVENLY DISK of the Milky

Way can be seen clearly in all sea-

sons as it glides above Oracle State
’ark, 40 miles north of Tucson. In this age
of blazing LEDs and fluorescents, it’s a sel-
dom seen sight
Tuscon-based International Dark-Sky As-
sociation (IDA) named the park an Inter-
national Dark-Sky Park in November 2014,
recognizing it as a world-class destination

s0 unusual, in fact, that

for starry-sky viewing.

Oracle is one of only 20 locales across
the globe to earn the accolade from the non-
profit advocacy and education group, which
awards designations in tiers, with the gold
tier being the highest. Arizona has two note-
worthy destinations; the other is Parashant
International Night Sky Province in rural
northwestern Arizona, also listed in 2014.
Fifteen International Dark-Sky Parks lie in
the U.S., most in the Southwest and Rockies,
where low population density, large tracts
of undeveloped lands and relatively low hu-
midity make sky viewing easier.

Oracle State Park has these qualities and
more. It’s the Goldilocks of parks: Oracle is
close enough to urban centers that millions
of visitors can see its skies (Casa Grande is
84 miles north) yet remote enough to be pro-
tected from the light glow that would other-
wise dim the cosmic view.

IDA requires designated places are not
only free of the yellow haze of light pollution,
but also have a plan to preserve their dark
skies in the future. Mike Weasner, who retired
in Oracle in part because of its astronomy po-
tential and operates a pop-up SkyShedPOD
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Oracle State Park:

- The summer Milky Way
rising, this photo; star

trails above the Kannally

Ranch House, below

DARK-SKY DETOURS

Oracle State Park will host a Star Party
on Saturday, March 21, to celebrate the
park's designation as an International
Dark-Sky Park. Event times and details
were not available at press time but
will be available on the park's website,
azstateparks.com/Parks/ORAC. ,

]

°* DARK-SKY VIEWING TIPS

" TAKEAROADTRIP! *-, ©
To view the most and brightest stars, you'll
need to get away from light pollution and
sky glow common in metropolitan areas.

© '« CHECK THE WEATHER. .~ .
Cloudy or hazy skies make for poor star
viewing. Check websites like Star Date
(stardate.org/nightsky/weekly) and

EarthSky (earthsky.org/tonight) to
discover which phenomena will be
visible at any given time.

BUY A PHYSICAL PLANISPHERE (STAR MAP), , ©
or download an app that
does the same, to be your
guide to the planets and con-
stellations. Be sure to find
one specific to Arizona's
longitude and latitude.

| BY ASHLEY M. BIGGERS

observatory, organized the application com-
mittee. He says the 3,048-acre wildlife refuge
already had minimal lighting; however, area
business owners and park neighbors volun-
tarily opted to turn off, switch, or shield their
lighting systems to minimize the glow fur-
ther. Still, the park landed at the silver, rather
than gold-tier level. “From all the things the
park had - its education program, access,
facilities - it was at the gold level, but when
we started reading [and] measuring the sky
quality with a light meter we found a lot of
dust and particulate matter,” Weasner says.
“We're thrilled to get the designation at all,
and the silver has given us an opportunity to
see how to pursue gold in the future.”

The park’s educational workshops also
boosted its successful application. Oracle
State Park overachieved in this category,
given that it already functions as a center
for environmental education. In the past,
the park hosted several sky viewing par-
ties, during which amateur astronomers set
up telescopes at the Kannally Ranch House
and allowed visitors to view constellations,
nebulae and other phenomena. In June
2013, during the application process, the
park hosted a star party for 350 visitors. In
the future, Park Manager Steve Haas says the
park will plan quarterly or perhaps monthly
gatherings, including a party for the official
IDA announcement this month.

Star parties have become customary at
Arizona State Parks; today nine parks host
such events. Oracle stakeholders - includ-
ing astronomers such as Weasner, Haas and
IDA Program Manager Dr. John Barentine
- want the International Dark-Sky Park des-
ignation to become standard among Arizona
State Parks, too. The parks system is explor-
ing the possibility. “We are doing an assess-
ment of other parks to see if they also possess
exceptional starry skies that would meet the
International Dark-Sky Association criteria,”
spokeswoman Monica Enriquez says. Explor-
atory establishments such as Tucson’s Plan-
etary Science Institute and Mount Lemmon
SkyCenter and Lowell Observatory in Flag-
staff have also traded on Arizona’s dim light.

Sky watchers aren’t the only ones who
stand to gain from preserving and protect-
ing these dark skies. Light pollution disrupts
nocturnal animals’ reproduction and hunt-
ing behaviors, birds’ migratory patterns and

humans’ circadian rhythms, to name a few of

the detrimental effects.

But for astronomers like Mike Weasner,
this preservation honorarium means he - and
generations after him - will be able to contin-
ue to watch the Milky Way turn across the sky
in awe-inspiring, unimpeded brightness.
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