Moonfish 20mm 70o wide angle 1.25” eyepiece.
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About a year ago, I bought a 15mm widescan eyepiece from www.moonfishgroup.com for use with my ETX90EC.  I have been mightily impressed with this inexpensive 70 degree field of view ocular.  The views are sharp and contrasty with no seagulls, pin cushioning or chromatic aberration.  Internal reflections are nicely suppressed.  Moonfish 15mm review
With a University Optics 32mm Konig II for when I need a bright, maximum wide field of view image and the 15mm Moonfish for wide field higher magnification views, the stock Meade 26mm 4000 series Plossl that came with the ETX was a bit redundant, offering no significant advantage over either the 32mm or 15mm eyepieces.  However, the 15mm does darken some faint objects a little too much with the small aperture of the ETX.  The 26mm however, whilst brightening the image a bit, does not give me the magnification I am looking for on some of the objects I observe.  This is particularly noticeable on some open clusters.  I decided what I needed was a 20mm eyepiece with a 70 degree or more field of view, but not so much glass that light transmission will be seriously affected.  My budget was (as always) very tight, so I decided to give Moonfish another spin.
As before, the people at Moonfish could not have been more friendly, helpful and efficient and I had my £39.95 eyepiece delivered in about a week.  The eyepiece came well packed in a small bolt bottle.  The eyepiece weighs 120 grams and comes with an integral fold-down rubber eye guard and a nice knobbly rubber grip around the barrel.  The inside of the barrel is blackened and threaded for filters.  Build quality does not look budget, and is of the quality I would expect from an eyepiece of at least twice the price.
So what is it like?  Under Mag 5 light polluted urban summer skies, it compared very well to the Meade 26mm 4000 series Plossl.  The field of view is identical to the Meade 26mm.  I could see little practical difference in the brightness of a variety fainter objects and the views were, in the main, more contrasty in the Moonfish.  In fact, on some open clusters I could make out a few very faint stars that were not visible in the 26mm.  There was no kidney-beaning and only very slight distortion and dimming of the image right near the edge of the field of view; impressive.  I like this eyepiece.
So what are its faults?  To be honest, I could not find any serious fault with it.  How well it performs on much faster scopes I do not know, but on my f13.5 ETX 90 it performs admirably and is superb value for money.

The Moonfish 20mm very neatly fills a hole in my eyepiece collection giving me improved views of many objects, especially open clusters.  I suspect that the Meade 26mm will now only be brought out at star parties or will be sold as I can see little practical use for it anymore.
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